RECON REport
- Serving Veterans and the Community Since 1985 President’s Message…

June 2014

Several significant developments have taken place over the past month directly affecting
our chapter and its membership.
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At our May 14 meeting, the members voted overwhelmingly to continue holding our
monthly gatherings at the Elks Lodge in Goleta. This vote was taken following our three
month “test for change” at the new location. (We began meeting at the Elks in March
after the decision was made to no longer use the Veterans Memorial Building in Santa
Barbara).
I realize and acknowledge that this change of locale was difficult for some members,
but overall I believe it is the best for the chapter as a whole. I know too that it has
created a conflict for some members who have other commitments on that Wednesday
evening. I hope that this will not diminish your role in the chapter, nor prevent you from
participating in any of the upcoming events we have planned.
Your board of directors met on May 27 and reached the unanimous decision that it was
no longer viable, nor necessary, for our chapter to be a part of the Veterans Coordinating
Council at the Veterans Memorial Building. I hand delivered our resignation letter to
Bob Handy, the chair of the VCC, stating our reasons for withdrawing our support of the
group. Copies of the letter were also sent to all five members of the County Board of
Supervisors and to the head of the General Services Administration of the County. (The
letter is included in this issue).
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Next Chapter Meeting
June 11, 2014 | 5:45 pm
Santa Barbara Elks Lodge
150 N. Kellogg Ave., Goleta
Dinner Available
$8.00 per person

I must applaud John Selfridge for his willingness to “hang in there” as our representative
to the VCC and he is to be recognized for his deep down desire to help bring about much
needed change within that organization. (The County will take over administration and
management of the VMB on July 1; it’s unknown at this time what the overall mission of
the VCC will be once that happens).
My thanks to all of you who attended and/or participated in Memorial Day ceremonies in
Goleta, Santa Barbara and Carpinteria, or wherever you happen to live. It is vital that we
continue to provide support to events like this and to inform and educate the younger
generation(s) about the sacrifices made by so many on behalf of this country. The
flyover of the four planes with a “missing man” formation was a very special moment-even if they were delayed by a pesky marine layer! The aircraft were sponsored by the
Pierre Claeyssens Veterans Foundation of Santa Barbara.
See you at the meeting on June 11 at the Elks Lodge.

“Never again
will one generation
of veterans
abandon another...”

Welcome Home!

Peter
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Chaplain’s Corner | Pattie Murdy
Well, here we are in the month of June already. You’ll
see all the advertising for Dads and Grads, but what about
brides celebrating wedding anniversaries this month.
Please don’t forget that June 14 is Flag Day and June 15 is
Father’s Day. Fly your flag proudly on those days to honor
our dads and remember their service to our country.
During our May meeting we were honored to have Officer
Craig Burleigh of the Santa Barbara Police Department
give a presentation on what he and his street team are
doing to help homeless veterans and other homeless
residents of the area.
Officer Burleigh brought with him Mr. Michael Storm,
a Vietnam veteran who had been living, literally, in a
“foxhole” by the railroad tracks off Carrillo Blvd. for 30
years! After months of assistance from the team, Michael
has now found transitional housing at the New Faulding
Hotel. A large portion of our Chapter’s monthly donations
of clothing, hygiene supplies, bedding and sleeping bags
were donated to him and he continues to be ever so
grateful for all that has been done for him.
A thank you letter was sent to Officer Burleigh on behalf
of our President and members of our Board of Directors.
We continue to collect new and gently used clothing,
household goods, sleeping bags, twin size sheets and
towels for the kitchen and bath. I do request that
donations of socks, underwear or tee shirts be purchased
new; good bargains can be found at the 99 Cents Store
near you.
Those that have generously donated clothing, athletic
shoes and hygiene supplies to our cause include Bob
Brennan, the Garcia-Robledo family and Susan Stewart.
My thanks and big hugs to each and every one of you.
Pattie

Calendar of Events for Chapter 218
June 11 (Wed): Monthly meeting at the Elks Lodge, Goleta
at 5:45pm. Dinner follows at 7pm in the main dining hall;
$8 for spaghetti and all the fixins’, water and coffee free,
soda and adult beverages available from the bar.

June 28 (Sat): Annual Rods and Roses Car Show,
Carpinteria, 9a-3pm. Huey Helicopter on site. Need
volunteers to staff the bird, interact with the public.
Huey T-shirts on sale. The
Huey will then be towed in
the “Independence Parade”
which starts at 5pm. (This is
one of the largest, judged car
shows on the Central Coast
attracting classic cars and
their owners from several
states).
July 4 (Fri): Independence Day Parade, Santa Barbara,
1pm. Huey Helicopter will be towed. All chapter members
encouraged to march in the parade, need flag bearers
(4) and banner bearers (2). Please wear chapter shirt
or uniform or fatigue jackets and caps. Form up at the
corner of State and Micheltorena at 12:30pm.
July 9 (Wed): Monthly meeting at the Elks Lodge, Goleta
at 5:45pm.
July 30-Aug 2 (Wed-Sat): Annual Old Spanish Days Fiesta,
Santa Barbara. 218 food booth set up at De La Guerra
Plaza. Need volunteers—chapter members and others-to help construct the booth and staff the booth (take
the orders, prepare and serve the food, as well as be a
“runner” to go to the bank or get necessary food items)
and deconstruct the booth on Sun, Aug 3. This is our
biggest fund raiser of the year and your participation is
greatly appreciated.
Note: There will not be a monthly meeting in August to
give everyone a rest following Fiesta. Plans are being
made to hold a barbecue on a weekend in September so
that as many members as possible can attend. Details
coming soon.

It was 50 years ago…June 1964
• Rolling Stones 1st US concert tour with Bobby
Goldsboro and Bobby Vee!
• Manfred Mann records “Do Wah, Diddy, Diddy” by
Jeff Barry/Ellie Greenwich
• Nelson Mandela is sentenced to life in prison in South
Africa
• Bob Dylan completes UK tour
• Three civil rights workers--Michael Schwerner,
Andrew Goodman and James Chaney--disappeared
after release from a Mississippi jail. Their bodies were
later discovered buried in an earthen dam.
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• Gen. Maxwell Taylor appointed US ambassador to
South Vietnam
• Beatles release “A Hard Day’s Night” LP
• Jan & Dean release “Little Old Lady from Pasadena”
• Civil Rights Act of 1964 passed after an 83-day
filibuster in the Senate

Taps

Airport. A group of veterans—who wish to remain
anonymous—raised the monies to cover the cost of
transporting the bird from Santa Barbara to the airport
and return. “Crew Chief” John Kerr reported that the
chopper was one of the highlights of the show and was
visited by hundreds of children and adults. Kudos to all
our members who volunteered to be there to care for the
bird, watch over her and talk with the public. And they
even sold a number of our Huey T-shirts!

Navy Commander Robert J. Flynn, 78, who spent five
and a half years in a Communist Chinese prison during
the Vietnam War, died on May 15 in Pensacola, Fla. Flynn
was a lieutenant, flying as a bombardier-navigator on
Aug. 21, 1967 when he and his pilot, trying to avoid North
Vietnamese jets, strayed into Chinese airspace and were
shot down. They both ejected from the A-6 Intruder, but
the pilot, Lt. Cmdr. Jimmy Buckley, did not survive and
though Flynn had managed to parachute down, he was
severely injured. For the remainder of the Vietnam War,
Flynn was held at a prison near Beijing. He was kept in
handcuffs for much of the time, not being allowed to take
them off, even to shower, eat or use the toilet. Freedom
finally came on March 15, 1973. Another pilot who had
been downed over Chinese airspace was also released on
that day. (NY Times)
Vincent Harding, 82, a historian, author and activist who
wrote one of the most polarizing speeches ever given
by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.—in which King
expressed ardent opposition to the Vietnam War--died on
May 19 in Philadelphia.
Harding had been asked to write the speech for King in
the early part of 1967. King delivered the speech, known
variously as “Beyond Vietnam” and “A Time to Break
Silence” at Riverside Church in Manhattan on April 4,
1967. The speech, which articulated what was then a
relatively unpopular position, touched off a firestorm. Life
magazine called it a “demagogic slander that sounded
like a script for Radio Hanoi.” Even the NAACP called it
“a serious tactical error”. Over the decades since King’s
death, Harding would say that he had profound regrets
about having composed it for King at all, expressing his
remorse that he felt the speech lead directly to King’s
assassination exactly one year later. (NY Times)

Huey Helicopter
at Santa Ynez Valley Air Show!
On May 17 our Huey Helicopter was on site for the first
annual Santa Ynez Valley Airshow at the Santa Ynez
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Vietnam Veterans of America
Chapter 218 Santa Barbara
“Never again will one generation of veterans abandon another.”

May 29, 2014
Mr. Robert Handy
Chairman
Veterans Coordinating Council
c/o Veterans Memorial Building
112 West Cabrillo Blvd.
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
Dear Bob:
It is with regret that I inform you that Santa Barbara Chapter 218 of the Vietnam Veterans of America shall
withdraw its membership and representation on the Veterans Coordinating Council effective midnight,
May 31, 2014.
While this was not an easy decision to reach, it has been done for the good and well being of the 100-plus
members of our chapter. We felt it was necessary to remove ourselves from a situation that has often been
confrontational at best and polarizing at its worst.
I wish you and the current members of the Council nothing but good will for the future and hope that
the group will always put the needs and welfare of every Veteran—irrespective of the era in which they
served—first and foremost.
Sincerely yours,

Peter Bie
President
Chapter 218 | Santa Barbara
Vietnam Veterans of America
cc: Members, Board of Supervisors, County of Santa Barbara
General Services Administration, County of Santa Barbara
Don Matter, Secretary 218

Post Office Box 4862 | Santa Barbara, CA 93140 | www.vvachapter218.org | Tax Number FEIN: 77-0071944
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The Santa Barbara Chapter of the Vietnam Veterans of America is a tax exempt, non-profit, community service
organization. Our members are Vietnam era (you need not have served “in country”) Veterans and associates
(individuals from all walks of life who may or may not have served in the military).
The Chapter meets the second Wednesday of every month at the Santa Barbara Elks Lodge, 150 N. Kellogg Ave.,
Goleta. The meeting starts at 5:45 pm and dinner is available immediately following ($8.00 per person). Spouses,
family members and veterans of all eras are always welcome.
Publisher/Editor: John Selfridge johnselfridge218@hotmail.com. Please let me know if you wish to receive this
newsletter via e-mail in PDF form and check our website for updated information on events and the latest news.
Officers and Board Of Directors
(Elected Every April)
President: Peter Bie
1st Vice President: John Blankenship
2nd Vice President: Hap DeSimone
Recording Secretary: Don Matter
Treasurer: Mike Mauro
(All officers serve as members of the Board of Directors)
Also in service to the Board:
Hazel Blankenship
Chris Galbraith
John Kerr
Cathy Matter
Pattie Murdy
Gerry Roberson
Pat Rumpza
John Selfridge

California State Council Representative: TBD
SBVeterans Coordinating Council Representative:
John Selfridge
Membership Director: John Selfridge
Chaplain: Pattie Murdy
Memorabilia: Cathy Matter
Recon Report Editor and Publisher: John Selfridge
(johnselfridge218@hotmail.com)
Recon Report layout and design: Melinda Bie

Vance Memorial Fund
The Chapter’s Vance Committee distributes funds to qualified disabled American veterans.
Committee is appointed each April.
John Kerr (Chairman) (Cambodianred@gmail.com)
Dan Oroz
Madeline Moreaux
Gerry Roberson
Fred Golin
Mike Mauro
Don Matter
Pattie Murdy (alternate)

Wednesday, June 11 - Chapter Meeting - 5:45 pm
At the Santa Barbara Elks Lodge
PLEASE PLAN TO JOIN US!
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